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Hear the words from voices that are not
what they should sound like, smell the
odors not mine, see the faces of the
unfamiliar, night is dark with strange and
terrifying spaces.

That is what it feels like to suddenly have your
life taken from you in the middle of the night.
Day light only brings more confusion and less
answers.

You appear at a table filled with food, smiles
look at you from those whom you do not
know, you can smell your own fears. A gentle
hand rests near yours, quiet questions, simple
answers, your breath comes a little quieter.

You take each hour and wonder what to do
next. You find that if you follow the lead of
others things move a little more quickly. The
day moves to another and then another and
suddenly the week is over. You are a little less
frightened, a little less confused, and a little less
hungry. Sounds are now more familiar, smells
a little less quirky, faces somewhat more okay.

And life moves forward. Life is more enjoy-
able. Time still a factor, but less of an enemy.

And then you leave what is now familiar to
what once was. An emptiness comes with a
joy. A change, a future, complete.

Foster Care: Where are you in that picture?

| was in both places: | was once that child
taken in the middle of the night, scared, con-
fused, frightened. | learned to live with other

people who were not related to me, time
passed, | aged out of care.

| married, had some children and began my
quest to become what was once so frightening
to me: A foster parent.

Kindness. Firmness. Gentle. Caring. Consis-
tent. Structured. Loving. Silliness. Laughter.
More laughter. No other job on earth can
bring more rewards, more heartaches, more
tears, and more joy!

Foster Care: Be Proud! For what you do will
make a change for a lifetime!
Foster Care, by Sherry Benson
President, Wisconsin Foster and Adoptive
Parents’ Association (WFAPA)
Read at the 2008 Governor’s Foster Parent
Recognition at the State Capitol on May 28, 2008

I try to think of the impact that each
foster child can make in the life of every-
one they touch with their lives. | imagine the
potential of every life they could impact as
adults. | add in the commitment and impact
that every foster parent, social worker, at-
torney, CASA volunteer and judge bring to
the mix —and it all adds up to a sum too vast
to calculate in any monetary terms.

In lives impacted, it is so vast that | am unable
to comprehend it. To every one of you, my
hope is that all of our dreams come true that
all these impacts are not wasted.

Colleen M. Ellingson, CEO
Adoption Resources of Wisconsin
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Foster Parents are ready, willing and able
to take on the challenges that foster
care presents on a daily basis. They consis-
tently take in our most vulnerable children
and provide them with an atmosphere that is
loving, nurturing and safe. We know that we
couldn’t do the work we
do without our foster
parents. An enormous
thank you, to all of

you, across the great
state of Wisconsin for

While in the foster care system, I've
had the opportunity to experience
some things positive and negative but at

the end of the day, | wouldn’t change my

Fostering gives you a sense of helping some-
one besides your self. It makes you look at
the world a little differently. It teaches your
children to be grateful for what God has
given them, and helps them understand that
the world is not perfect. And by giving up just
a little bit of
themselves; they
are making a
lasting impact on
a child who may
not be a s fortu-

the work you do. situation being in the system made me nate as
Liesa Zastrow tougher and stronger. | had to fend for they are.
Columbia County myself and learn about life on my own. | Tammy Tanne-
Foster Care had minimal help but for the most part, | hill
Coordinator/ taught myself my own values and the im- Spooner, WI
Outreach Worker portance of self-reliance. |am proud to say Washburn Co.

©

I am glad | had the

chance to touch

the lives of all the chil-

dren who came

through our door. Whether they were here
for the weekend, over night, or six months.
They all touched us in different ways, and we
will always be grateful for the chance of
knowing them. They will always be apart of
us, no matter where they are now; they are
always remembered as being "our foster sib-
lings/children." And we are grateful for even
having the chance to "love on them," even for
a short time.

that | am a foster child.

©
Johnathan,

former youth in care l marvel at
the flexibil-

ity and graciousness
with which foster care providers manage
abrupt changes to their lives, keeping focused
on the safety and care of the foster children
in their homes. Thanks to all of you for shar-
ing your lives and homes. | am grateful.
Mary Kay Vincent-Samet, Social Worker
Sheboygan County
Social Services

0 Foster Care

change a lifetime
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In our experience, the effects of
being involved with foster care
touches everyone. In the little bit of
care that Bev and | have given, we
noticed that everyone benefits: the
cared-for children, the cared-for
adults in those families, the caregivers
themselves, and our children.

| mention our children, even though
our children are older and not even
living at home anymore. they have
seen what Bev and | have been trying
to do to help a few families that are
not nearly as fortunate as ours is, and
they are watching. We have noticed a
few of their positive comments from
time to time, and that “doing some-
thing good for others feeling” does
rub off. It's truly amazing what simple
lessons can be taught and not in the
classroom.

When we just take a minute to look
at life's big picture, with the rotten
economy, long hours of work, per-
haps low pay, perhaps no pay/no job,
etc. etc. and then compare that to
some of the families’ situations that
we've seen, we come away thinking
“we haven't got it so bad!” It's all per-
spective, and | feel lucky to be able to
think that we can make a little differ-
ence here and there.
Murray Schomburg
(And Bev. And Abbey the dog)

want to thank all of the Foster Families
who not only provide unconditional
care, support, education and their homes
with foster children, but also include the
child’s natural family in the process.
Mark A. Maglior CSW
Waupaca Co. DHHS

©

I just recently attended an Administra-
tive Review for a young man aging out
of care. He has come so far during his time
in his foster home. He stated his apprecia-
tion for his foster parents and the services
he has received as a foster child and how
although as a child he always wanted to be
adopted, he feels he received benefits that
his adopted sister had not. His foster par-
ents are committed to being there for him
even after he ages out of care. Each year
they have celebrated the anniversary of his
coming to their home.
DeeAnn Westerhaus,
Marathon Co Social Worker

©

I’m grateful for many of the resources
the Dane County foster care system
provides and especially want to thank Andy
Heidt (ombudsman) and Michelle Palay
(licensing worker) for all that they do. | also
want to thank my kids for letting me into
their lives and putting up with me.

Jen Bronsdon, foster and adoptive parent
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Thank you to all the foster families

our children; you are there when they

who dedicate their lives in helping

need you the most, no matter the date
or time.

Thank you also to the 3 foster care coor-
dinators that | work with who are a great
asset to the county and the families they
work with. As a permanency consultant
they are always willing to work with me
with our foster home conversion cases.
Thank you to Jim, Shari, and Liesa.
Miriam R. Alvarenga,
Dept. of Children and Families,
Adoption Services

©

Iwould just like to say that as a Supervi-

Wisconsin, | am continuously in awe of the

sor of Child and Family Services in rural

sacrifices our foster families make. Itis a
person of rare strength, kindness and inner
beauty who cares for the most vulnerable in
our society.

Foster parents fit this bill, giving up their
time, comfort and resources to show com-
passion not only for children, but their par-
ents as well.

Child and family services simply would fail
without foster parents and no other group
deserves more appreciation. Thank you so
much for all you do.
Dawn Buchholz,
Waushara County DHS

was in the “program” (foster care) for two
years. | started at my aunt and uncles and
hated it. | was later placed with Chris and Mari.

| finally understood what it meant to be loved and
care for by someone genuinely. They were very
supportive and are still a major part of my life,
helping me when it is needed. They are directly
responsible for me living a good lifestyle (out of
trouble, that is).

| am currently starting a career in the National

Guard. They still support and unconditionally

love me and reassure me that | will be missed.

K.S., former youth in care

We truly appreciate all the caseworkers

to provide foster care, and to receive the gift

whom assisted and allowed our family

of our forever daughter, without the foster
care system that wouldn’t have been possible.
Also we appreciate our daughter for loving
us, no matter if we sing out of tune or dress
unfashionable.

Jason & Lisa, adoptive family

®

T hank you foster parents for opening

youth who need a safe, supportive place. |

your homes and lives to children and

admire you for taking action and "doing
something" rather than standing aside and
hoping someone else will. It's been my privilege
to work with and learn from you.

Cathy Rhutasel, Foster Care Coordinator
Portage County Health and Human Services

A publication of the Foster and Adoption Resource Center.© 2009.

Permission is granted to use excerpts of th

is booklet, as long as credit is given to FCARC.




FOSTER CARE MONT# 2009

We truly appreciate everyone’s support
in helping us throughout the adoption

process which includes Pierce County, St.
Croix County, and the state and Lutheran So-
cial Services. Everything has gone so
smoothly with the great communication and
support to us as a foster family and our soon
to be adoptive daughter!

Jen Oscarson

Hudson

©

I appreciate my beautiful adopted daugh-
ter, Jaida. Unbeknown to her, when she
came to our home as a little baby, she would
steal our hearts. On the flip side, who would
have guessed that the tiny baby who was in a
world of hurt and confusion, would become a
bright, beautiful and charming little girl? To
everyone who helped to make her one of
ours, thank you!

Kari Behling

Milwaukee
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It always amazes me how our foster par-
ents open their doors and hearts to chil-
dren in need of a home for a day, a week or
even several months without expecting more
than the satisfaction of watching a child learn
and grow. | am thankful for and respectful of
the contribution that our foster parents give
every day.
Rhonda Rummel,
Kewaunee County

I am grateful for our foster parents who
are willing to open up their homes to
children who are in need of a safe and stable
place to live. | am also very appreciative of
the "extra mile" foster parents go to ensure
that our children are receiving the services
that will assist with their emotional growth.
Daniel Fauth,
Menominee Co Health & Human Services

" would like to recognize four people for

foster care month: Mike Heath, Chris

_enske, Jonelle Brom and Marybeth Wilk

or all of the hard work that they have put in

to caring and getting to know all of us who
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buth, because most people

uld nd also thanks for believing in us

and helping us meet our goal of changing the

ster care system for the better ul

ithout all of your suppo

Heidi Bronsdon,

former youth in ca
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Fostering is the best thing we
ever did as a family. It opens

your horizon to something so differ-
ent from your life. Your children
and yourself will learn in different
ways about compassion, anger, sym-
pathy, disbelief, happiness, etc., that
they may have never experienced in
a way that no others could. We
never regretted one day and always
did it as a family. We have been
blessed with two adoptions that
weren't planned at all and for that
we are thankful for foster care being
a part of our lives.

Connie Weberg,

Rock County

I marvel at the flexibility and graciousness
with which foster care providers manage
abrupt changes to their lives, keeping focused
on the safety and care of the foster children in
their homes. Thanks to all of you for sharing
your lives and homes. | am grateful.

Mary Kay Vincent-Samet,
Sheboygan County Division of Social Services

I am moved by the resiliency and forti-
tude displayed by the youth that | assist
in moving towards independent living. |
feel humbled in knowing how they have
moved through and survived the adver-
sity in their lives.
Marybeth Wilk, Independent Living
Social Worker,
Dane Co Human Services

©

I’m so thankful for the foster parents
that make a permanent commitment
to children through adoption. Thank you
for giving so much of yourselves so that
“our” children may heal and learn to love
and trust again in the comfort of a family!
Dawn Lonsdorf, State Special Needs Adoption
at Catholic Charities in Wausau

©

People who open their homes and hearts
to children and teenagers in need are
truly to be honored. Many of these children
have had extremely difficult lives. There is no
greater show of humanity. | am thankful for all
they do, and wishful that we could have more
families to add to our list.
Melissa Simonson
Columbia County Human Services

©
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I have had the privilege working with a new
foster parent with her first placement. She
is great! The children have special medical
needs that keep her on the run. Yet she al-
ways finds time to communicate with me and
the birth parents and help them stay connected
with their children.

DeeAnn Westerhaus,
Marathon Co Social Worker

©

It is astonishing to see all of the work that
goes into the wellbeing of the children in
our Foster Care Program at the American
Foundation. Behind the scenes our casework-
ers, therapists and staff give of themselves non-
stop to see to it these children have a loving
home and a steadfast support system to see
them to adulthood. They and all involved in rais-
ing children in foster care are to be commended.

Annah Holstead
Reception/Intake Coordinator
American Foundation of Counseling Services,

©@

C olumbia County has foster parents who
are dedicated, caring, and empathetic to-
wards the children they accept into their
homes and their families. Our foster parents
work as a team with our agency and are truly
an asset to Columbia County. | want to thank
all of them for the care they provide every
day. Kathy Koenecke, Children and Family
Unit Division Administrator

Kathleen Koenecke, BSW,CSW
Columbia Co Department of Human Services

My husband and | really appreciate
the support that we get from the

case worker and foster care coordinator.
As new foster parents | sometimes worry
about calling too often, having too many
questions and just taking up too much of
their time but we don’t get that impres-
sion from them at all.

It really helps us through the rough days
knowing that they are really there to
support us and to remind us that we are
doing a good job.
Christy Frank, Foster Parent
Jefferson County

Being a Foster Mom is just something |
was put on this Earth for, almost like a

job that God has assigned me to do. Life
wouldn't be as rewarding as it is, without our
foster children.

Social Workers are a Godsend. They make our
lives easier! | don't quite know what we would do
without them.

Sarah |. Jisko, Foster Parent

Portage County
©

I appreciate all the workers who spend
long hours going the extra mile for the
children and families they serve.
Niccole A. Matznick,
St. Aemilian-Lakeside, Inc
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I appreciate our foster/adopt/
truly appreciate all the good and bad treatment foster parents. They are

I situations that have occurred while | the front line workers and always a
was in foster care, now that | experienced significant member of our teams for
both, | can truly appreciate all the wonder- | ©ur children.

ful things in my life now.

Sandra K. Myer,
Special Needs Adoption Social Worker

| also appreciate all the social workers and Lutheran Social Services of WI & Ml
foster parents that | have come across in
my journey to were | am because whether @

his is my first experience working

they are good or bad they have taught me
things | may have not known. J

with foster parents from the social

| really appreciate my most recent social work angle as | am an intern at a Social
worker, for putting up with me when | was Services Department CPS. The foster

in a rush for what | wanted, and for always parents are admirable people and know-
being there when she was needed. ing that the child is safe and being cared

| most of all appreciate my adopted par- for in the best possible way has been a

ents, for giving me what | almost gave up weight lifted off my shoulders. | am able
on, a loving, caring, family. They give me

everything | want and everything | have

to focus extra attention on getting the
mother the care she needs. Thank You
G wentod to my foster parents and others who
provide such heartfelt and needed care.
Deb Richards Social Worker Intern

Langlade County CPS

©®

was so fortunate to have a home avail-

As

've worked in the foster care system for
able to take a sibling group of four at 2

30 years. First as a foster parent and for

the last |5 years as a social worker. Thanks to a.m. and the foster father was willing to pick

foster care we have adopted 6 children. Foster up the children over 45 minutes away, as |

R . nabl ran hem all her in
care is a life style not a job and I'm blessed to was unable to transport them all together i

be a part of such a wonderful life my car. The foster parents were very nice
Carol Woodmansee, CSW

Teipner Treatment Homes

and really helped make it a smooth transition
for the children.

Marsha Dietelhoff ,

Rock County Human Services
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E llen Cook Photography is a
Blessing. She made me feel like

a princess. She did my make-up and
also took pictures of my Nana and me!

Erika, age 18, youth in care .

really appreciate the foster parents in
Waushara County because they open
their home and family to provide a caring,
nurturing environment for other children
who may be less fortunate, may have
behavior problems, etc.

The foster parents do this with an open mind
and offer all they can to help these children.
Many of the foster parents develop healthy
relationships with these children and these
are nurtured and carried forward even after
the child has aged out or returned to their
biological home.

Many also make a lot of extra effort to help
the child see that things can change and be
better. | just think this act of unselfishness is
truly a blessed gift.
Michelle Carpenter,
Waushara County DHS

©

I appreciate having fantastic visitation
workers who are great at their jobs.
The children are genuinely excited to see
them each week, and | can rest assured that
they're safe and happy.

Aimee Guzman, foster and adoptive parent

I am in awe of the foster parents | work
with in Sheboygan County. They are so
giving of themselves--opening up their homes
and their lives to youth who really need sta-
bility and guidance. | can't say enough about
their generosity, caring and compassion.
Thank you for all you give--you are a great
example to the rest of us.
Christi Leonhard
Independent Living Skills Coordinator

©

I deeply admire and appreciate the foster
care families that take in abused and ne-

Sheboygan County

glected children. Not only do our foster par-
ents open their doors to children, they open
their hearts to the children, which is price-
less. Thank you for making a difference!
Michelle Porto, CPS Social Worker

( :omments from some Juneau

County foster parents:

e The workers are responsive &
good to work with.

e The Lead worker does a really
good job. She takes control
and does what she says she is
going to do.

o The Agency is working with
foster parents & parents on
developing relationships that
support shared or co-parenting
and mentoring.
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| was a little girl
| remember me getting taken out of my mom’s house
| heard that I’'m not going home until I'm |8 years old
| saw my mom hitting my family
| worried that they are going to die

| had thought that | wanted to leave my mom’s house

But 1 want to Change

| am angry and sad. My heart is broken
| think | can love again. | know | can love again
| need to feel supported. | need to feel people are there for me
| try hard to protect myself
| feel sad when | think about my family

| forgive my mom for what ever she did to me

Now | can change.

| will learn to control and express my emotions
| choose to heal, let people in my life and love again
| dream | will live with a nice caring family one day
| hope to be beautiful inside out
| predict | will be a strong loving girl

| know that | ca make it through life

—Kishera
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