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any children who are fostered experi-

ence difficulties in school. Traumatized

by the abuse and neglect which brought
about their placement in foster care, along with
the trauma of being removed from their families,
most of these children have difficulty directing
their attention and energies to learning in school.

In addition, frequent transfers from school to
school and multiple moves may add further strain
to the burden these children carry. Handling the
emotional and developmental problems which are
part of their young lives does not make school a
primary focus for many of these children. These
vulnerable children require special educational
provisions for many of them to progress in school.

By law, children have a right to special educational
services from the ages of 3 years old up to 21
years old or not yet graduated from high school if
they are affected by disabilities based on emotional,
learning, or physical disabilities. These disabilities are
categorized as:

« Cognitive disabilities (CD)

e Hearing impairments (HI)

e Speech and language impairments (SL)

e Visual impairments (VI)

o Emotional behavioral disability (EBD)

e Orthopedic impairments (Ol)

o Autism

e Traumatic brain injury (TBI)

« Specific learning disabilities (SLD)

o Other health impairments (OHI)

« Significant developmental delay (SDD)

Some children require physical or occupational
rehabilitation to meet their educational goals.
Others require special instruction provided by
specially trained cognitive learning disabilities
teachers (CD) or emotional behavioral disabilities
teachers (EDB) and support staff. They may re-
quire special educational settings and equipment.

When a child has such disabilities, schools are re-
quired by law to create an Individual Educational
Plan (IEP), specific to that child. This plan is based

Fostering a Child with an IEP

on an evaluation conducted by the school to de-
termine what disabilities the child has and which
services must be in place to help a child meet in-
dividual educational goals.

The IEP is developed by a team of people, which
may include teachers, school guidance counselors,
special education directors, social workers, school
nurses, administrators, and school psychologists.

Others who should be involved include: people
from supporting agencies, foster parents, involved
relatives, and the child when possible, as long as
there is permission of the birth parent or the per-
son who has been granted signing authority by the
school to act in place of the parent.

An in-depth evaluation is conducted of the child
prior to this meeting. Specific plans of action are
then proposed to help the child meet defined
educational goals.

As part of the assessment, parents may be asked
for input that is often invaluable to the total as-
sessment. You may be asked to complete a home
assessment or inventory to describe the child’s be-
haviors and abilities.

However, it is important to know that foster par-
ents are not a part of the |IEP team unless the
birth parent gives written permission for the fos-
ter parents to be part of the team.

In rare circumstances, if foster parents meet the
specific criteria specified in Wisconsin DPI Bulletin
00.11 (http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/sped/bul00-
| I.html), they may also meet the legal guidelines
for participation as a member of the team. Also,
in some circumstances, foster parents may be
brought into the IEP meeting as an advocate if the
birth parent agrees. Consult with your social
worker for further clarification.

Wisconsin schools must follow strict Wisconsin
and federal education laws and regulations in cre-
ating these educational plans and in implementing
them. These regulations are created to protect
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Fostering a Child with an IEP, continued

the educational rights of all children to an
education that accommodates their individual
needs and abilities.

As a foster parent, it is important for you to have
complete and detailed information about the edu-
cational rights of the children you foster and the
process for obtaining appropriate education and
special educational services.

You may request an evaluation for a child if you
suspect that he or she has a disability which af-
fects his or her ability to be successful in school.
Connect to this link for further information about
making that request:http://www.specialed.us/pl-
07/pl07-index.html. In all cases, foster parents
must talk to the social worker before making the
referral so that the child’s parent is informed.

As a foster parent, it makes good sense to stay in
contact with the teachers and others at school.
But if the child you foster has an IEP and is
involved in special educational services, it’s even
more important to stay in good communication
with the child’s teachers, the special education
teachers and aides, guidance counselors, school
social worker, administration and anyone else
who is involved regularly with the child.

If your child in care has been identified as having
an |EP and has been in special education in a pre-
vious school prior to a new placement, an evalua-
tion is given to the new foster parents by the so-
cial worker. It is the responsibility of the new
school to request the records. If there is an IEP,
the law mandates continuity of special educational
services for the child by the new school.

Complex laws and regulations govern the IEP
process. However, there are excellent resources
at the state and national level to help foster par-
ents understand this process. Many can be ac-
cessed through our center. These excellent re-
sources help foster parents navigate through the
complexities of the assessment and |IEP process.

One excellent resource is the Wisconsin Family
Assistance Center for Education, Training &
Support, Inc. or FACETS. Their staff can be
reached, toll free, at |1-877-374-4677, or at:
http://www.facets.org.

Another great resource is an online guide, A Guide
to Special Education Advocacy for Resource Families,
from the Casey Family Foundation www.svcf.org/
downloads/Casey ExecSummary NCLB.pdf.

Know that you are an important link in meeting

the special educational needs of the children you

foster. Your daily support and encouragement can

make all the difference in the educational .

achievement of these vulnerable children. L‘-i’i
e

Resources Available From the FCARC Lending
Library:

The following materials are available through our
Resource Library. To access our lending library, go
to www.wisconsinfostercareandadoption.org.

Audiotapes
e M-team Process
¢ Educating the Educators
o PL 94-142: Advocating for the Special Needs
Child at School
Videotape (VHS)
¢ Every Child Deserves a Chance- IEP tips for
Staff & Parents
¢ School Days
e Three Rs for Special Education: Rights, Re-
sources & Results
Books
¢ Every Child Deserves a Chance- A Parent’s Wel-
come to the Special Education Process
e S.AF.E. at School
¢ Writing Measurable |IEP Goals & Objectives
e Our Labeled Children: What Every Parent
and Teacher Needs to Know About
Learning Disabilities.

More Resources continued on
the next page
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Online FCARC Resources Wisconsin Statewide Parent-Educator Initiative
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© 2008. Adoption Resources of Wisconsin.
We grant permission to reprint FCARC tip sheets, as long as ARW/FCARC is credited.


http://www.wifostercareandadoption.org/library/148/ME%20MY%20CHILD%20AND%20THE%20TEACHERS_ME%20MY%20CHILD%20AND%20THE%20TEACHERS.pdf
http://www.wifostercareandadoption.org/library/158/TeamBuilding-FINAL_TeamBuilding-FINAL.pdf
http://www.svcf.org/downloads/Casey_ExecSummary_NCLB.pdf

